
Issue 430Issue 430
4 August 20254 August 2025

Palm Island VoicePalm Island Voice
PLEASE note there may be images of 

deceased persons within this publication.FREE!
FREE!

Pic by Leah Dabea

Garbutt Shield winners!Garbutt Shield winners!

...SEE INSIDE ...SEE INSIDE 
FOR MORE...!FOR MORE...!

It’s been a year of achievements, 

growth and community connection in 

2024–2025 for Community Enterprise 

Queensland (CEQ).
From cost-of-living support to pioneering 

initiatives in nutrition, hygiene, and 

sustainability, CEQ has continued to 

strengthen its role as a community-first not-

for-profit service provider across the Torres 

Strait, Northern Peninsula Area (NPA), Cape 

York Peninsula, and in Doomadgee and on 

Palm Island.

“This year has been about delivering for 

community – in real, practical and lasting 

ways,” CEQ Chief Executive Officer Michael 

Dykes said. “Everything we’ve done, from 

flying in essential goods during the wet 

season to refreshing stores and supporting 

local events, has been driven by 

our core belief: that community 

comes first.”

Through Good Pasin (Give-

back) CEQ has provided support 

assisting many families through 

times of grief to help ease 

financial stress and supported 

local junior sports teams including 

the Palm Island Barracudas.

CEQ’s big year

ABIS Palm 
Island 

Recovery 
Team
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Not on the
NDIS?

We can support you while you apply or provide

services if you are not eligible.

Support is available!

Come and meet our friendly team today!

CONNECT WITH US

selectability.com.au

Palm Island Mental Health Hub
Joyce Palmer Home and Community Care Centre

(HACC) Beach Road

0448 133 445

No matter what your goals are, we’ll help you
reach them!

funded programs
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A combined Bwgcolman Community and St Michael’s Catholic schools side won the shield 

section of the 11th Garbutt Magpies AFL carnival in Townsville last Wednesday, beating 

Willows State School in the final.

Words & pics by Alf Wilson

Gill Park was the venue, which 

was also the ground where the first 

games were played by the Garbutt 

Magpies Club when it was formed.

Seventy years later, a total of 27 

primary school teams competed at 

the carnival held over 12 fields.

The carnival also honoured 

National Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Children’s Day with 

a theme of “Little Footsteps, Big 

Future”.

The players arrived from Palm two 

days before kick-off and stayed 

at Ryan Catholic College, where 

they heard from former Magpies, 

who included Randall Ross, David 

Nogar, Francis Tapim and Butch 

Macdonald.

The Palm Island boys and girls 

were all ears as Mr Ross said a 

future Palm Island Mayor may be 

amongst them.

“I am very impressed with you, 

young Palm Islanders, and there 

is every possibility that a future 

Mayor is in the group,” he said.

Members of the team, including 

young Nallajar and Larry boys, said 

they loved being Palm Islanders.

On game day, in the qualifying 

rounds, teams were divided into four 

groups named Guburu, Kuriagella, 

Banbari and Wungu, with Bwgcolman 

and St Michael’s initially competing 

as separate teams.

Bwgcolman was in Group Guburu, 

with Ayr, Vincent, Shalom, Bowen 

(2), Kelso and Willows (2).

St Michael’s lined up in Group 

Kuraiagella against Good Shepherd, 

Garbutt, Aitkenvale (2) and 

Bluewater.

For the finals, it came down to the 

two leading teams from two pools, 

with the bigger schools playing for 

the Garbutt Magpies Cup and the 

smaller schools for the Shield.

Proud Palm Islanders play goood footballProud Palm Islanders play goood football



Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday–Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,400 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly by the 
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact the Editor 
on 0419 656 277 or at howeschowes@gmail.com  Members of the Palm Island community and local 
organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and letters to the 
Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,900 ‘likes’ and more than 3,000 
followers! The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au

THE NEXT                              DEADLINE*  
(Issue 431*) will be Thursday 14 August
for publication on Monday 18 August
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Information about Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council services 
and activities, including ramp and jetty closures, water supply 
issues, vet visits and meetings, etc, is regularly updated on our 
Council’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PalmCouncil

Palm Island Early Palm Island Early 
Years Reference GroupYears Reference Group

EVENTS DIARYEVENTS DIARY
TODAY -  National Aboriginal & TODAY -  National Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander Indigenous Torres Strait Islander Indigenous 
Children’s Day – 11.30am-1pm –Children’s Day – 11.30am-1pm – pre- pre-
kindy to year 3 at the Bwgcolman kindy to year 3 at the Bwgcolman 
Community School Hall for activities, Community School Hall for activities, 
games and gift bags from peak games and gift bags from peak 
organisations.organisations.

Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 August:Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 August:  
Autism Yarning WorkshopAutism Yarning Workshop

Tuesday 12 August:Tuesday 12 August: Welcome Bubs:  Welcome Bubs: 
10.30am PICC CFC (blue) Building. 10.30am PICC CFC (blue) Building. 
Please let CFC staff know if you Please let CFC staff know if you 
would like your child to be part of the would like your child to be part of the 
ceremony.ceremony.

For more information contact For more information contact 
Stacey Friday (sfriday@picc.com.au) or Stacey Friday (sfriday@picc.com.au) or 
Ray Armit (rarmit@picc.com.au)Ray Armit (rarmit@picc.com.au)


